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NATIVE STATES. 


The Berdr Samdchdr of the 21st April says that every man, 
be he rich or poor, should always act in 
accordance with the dictates of justice. 
According to the idea of natives every member of a family 
should act in accordance with the wishes of the head of the 
family; but the head of the family is free to act as he pleases. 
Similarly, the ruler of a State, being the master of his State, 
is at liberty to expend his treasures and treat his subjects as he 
pleases. But since the establishment of British rule in India 
this idea is undergoing achange. If the head of a family now 
‘were to ill-treat the members of his family, he would be seized 
‘by the village patel as a criminal. If a ruling chief now 
“were to squander the State treasures, or oppress his subjects, 
‘he. would be taken to task by the paramount power. If this 
idea-had been prevalent in India from the first, India: would 


‘have been in a far better state than she now is, and several 
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native States saved from destruction. But it is useless to, 
lament the past. Some recent events have evoked the above. 
remarss.from ua: The Raja of Puri has been convicted of 
murder, and’ setitenced to transportation for life by the Go- 


- vernment of India. The Raja of Suket oppressed his people. 


Nearly five thousand of his subjects rose up in arms, invested 
the capital, and seized the minister. The Government of 
India enquired into the cause: of this outbréak, and found the 
Raja incompetent to rule. He has been accordingly dethroned 
and removed to Lahore. The inhabitants of Bikaner have 
mémorialised the Government of India praying:for the annexa- 
tion of Bikaner to. British. territories, on. the ground that 
anarchy prevails at present in the State. The Raja sent 
sotie trdops to collect the tax: frori the zaiindara of Mab- 
eshwar, The soldiers; entered, the. village and killed some 
zamindars and their wives. Altogether nine men were killed 
and fifteen ‘wounded. ‘Accordingly the peoplé of the State 
have petitioned the Government of India to annex the State, 
and save them from the tyranny-and oppression of the Raja. 
The Hindu, Shagiras. inculcate, that a raja. should: tregt his 
subjects. a3 hia. children. But. do our native chiefs act upon 
this excellent principle? The misconduct of sortie native 
chiefs hag, already, cost them their States; It. is, our earnest 
prayer. that, the remaining. chiefs should take a warning. from 
them,.. 

. The: Urds, Akhbée (published in a Marathi. a Akola) of the 

—«- 20¢h- April, in its, columns. of extracts 

feem; newapapers, has, the: following 
notiea. of tha. Basi: marder oage;~-‘The ,Finry. murder, case, has 
beon desided... The Baie, together, with his seryants who assisted 
in. the: ovime,, hag, heen sentenced, to, transportation for, life 
‘Pasi iisnotialarge State. bps,etill its; Rajay owing #a.the sang- 
tilly ‘of his.chegagters ig regarded. ty: the, Hindus aa the incar- 
mation cf, Vishew . Xb ig,ingead vey bad that, achigh, paTBORY 
ave like: the. -Rajeof, Bagi. has-bepn conyacted of:marder, and 
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sentenced to transportation for life. This sad event will be 
recorddd'in the history of India; 
in: the thought shat the: hawe « \ nature (lserally adaae are 
inevitable. 
~The as Mad us of the 19th April, after referring to the 


dethronement of the Raja of Suket, 


says that there are some other native 
chiefs who deserve to be treated in the same way as the Raja 


of Suket. We will shortly publish a detailed account of their 


unworthy acts, and try to prove that they are incapable to 
rule over their States. | 


THE VERNACULAR. PRESS ACT. 


‘The Mirat-ul-Hind of the 15th April publishes an article 
The Vernacular Press communicated by one Muhammad 

Act. - ‘Murad Ali, a jagirdar of Daulatpur, 

amd proprietor of the Chirag Rajistan Press, Ajmir, on the 
Vernacular Press Act. ‘Tho sabstance of the article ié ts fol: 
lows :—-Act IX of 1878 does not withdraw the privilege of 
liberty from respectable vernacular news papers. Tt: is ‘otily 
intended to cheek the licensé of scurrilous and seditious wri- 
ters. Soine mon were in the habit of criticising the méasures 
ofthe Government in « captions dnd hostile apirtt. _ Phéit 
tone was sometimes really impertiiient. We do not idan 


Nesive Chiefs. . 


to say that Anglo-Indian jéurdalists are exempt from the 
same faults. But on the contrary we ate convinced that our 
native journalists will never attain the boldness of Atiplo-In- 


At the feast piven by Maharani Janina Bai to 


dima: writers. * 


‘We must find a consolation 


His Royal Higtmoss tho’ Prince'of Wales at Baroda sith a 
lavge nuniber of Earopemn officers Were ‘presetit that ho seats 
were left. for the sorrespondenta of “Anylu-Indian 'fewspapers. 
The correspondents thought themislves fasulted; and’ docord<’ 
inply one of theni composed a seurrilows poém and tiad it pub\ 
lished in many Anglo-ladian papeie!' We ire: ashianied ‘to: 
nsention that the shtthrot thososeattilous verhde istidatett tite 
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nis ‘Royal Higtiness the Prince of Wales: ‘had: falton® in: “love 
With’ Maharani Jamia Bai. If a‘native had indulged ia-saeh 
‘doutrrility, é6ne cannot say what punishm exit would have boon 
‘inflicted upon him. Many other instances might. he. ‘quoted 
‘to show that Anglo- Indian ‘papers are far more in the habit 
‘of indulging in’ ‘seditious and scurrilous writings ‘than the 
vernacular papers. The English section of the Indian préss 
is exempted from the operation of Act IX of 1878, on the 
ground that the papers published in English are read only by 
intelligent and educated’ men, whose minds cannot be 
affected by the objectionable matter that appears in them. 
But this is no sufficient excuse. Has the English language 
no influence over the mind of the reader? Will sedition, if 
preached in English, not infect the mind of the reader? Hng- 
lish is now very extensively studied in India, Any thing 
seditious or obscene is sure to produce evil consequences, whe- 
ther it be written in English or vernacular. . Secondly, it is 
said that the proprietors of vernacular newspapers extort 
money from native chiefs. But this charge is not specially 
applicable’ to them alone. It should be observed that. the 
ruling chiefs dread Anglo-Indian papers more than the ver- 
nacular papers, because they know that the former alone 
are read by high Government officers; Sometime ago a na- 
tive chief happened to incur the displeasare of the correspon- 
dent of an Anglo-Indian papere The,correspondent published 
scores of articles in the paper condemning the chief as in- 
competent to rule, and advising the Government to take the 
administration of the State into its own hands... Of course 
his writings had no effect on our Government. Still the 
native chief was alarmed, and had to. appease the anger of the’ 
_ correspondent some how or other. .A great native banker, 
_on the occasion of a marriage: in his family, gave a foast, to 
_ the European. officers of. the . district, but forgot. ta. invite the 
- MTueapondent..of;.an: Anglo-ladian. Paper to the. fanst. ‘The 
 Remalto, shin was that desens. of: AnglorIndian ‘pgpars, wrote: 


ain condemnation, of. hits "marriage ‘and: the feast. : When the 


matter game to the knowledge of the banker, he at onee grati- 


fied: the: correspondent, and the ‘Spme marriage and feast: ‘Were 
then praised by .Anglo-Indian papers. There is’ no doubt 
‘that the editors and correspondents of some. _Anglo-Indian 
papers extort money from the .ruling chiefs, and. the native 
nobility and gentry: call that extortion, reward, or by what- 
ever. other mild name you please. It is therefore very dis- 
tressing to see an invidious distinction made by the Govern- 
ment between the vernacular and the Anglo-Indian papers. 


There was no need of a special legislation for the repression 


of seditious writings. The existing law was sufficient to deal 
with this offence. Sedition and scurrility should not be tole- 
rated in any newspaper, whether it be published i in English 
or in any vernacular language. We assure the respectable 
members of the vernacular press that Act [X of 1878 does 
not affect any whose object is to promote union between the 
rulers.and the ruled, to expound the views of the Government 
to the people, and to represent upon the Government the 
opinion and feeling, the wants and wishes, of the people. The 
Act is only intended to stop the mouths of those writers who 
were accustomed to abuse the native chiefs and the Govern- 
ment through malice or enmity. 


The Urdu Akhbér (published in Marathi at t Akola) of the 


The Sahachar a verna- 20th April says that it is now a matter 
pe aed wok Cal of uncer tainty how long a vernacular 
provisions of Act IX of newspaper will continue to exist. The 
bai district officer may at any time, stop a 
~ vernacular newspaper under the provisions of Act IX of ,1878. 
"Sometime ago the police commissioner of ‘Calcutta asked: the 
‘“ gditor ‘of the Sahachar, a vernacular newspaper of Calcutta, 
a) furnish a security for Rs.. 500. under. the provisions of Aet 
* TX -of 1878. »-In.reply. 'to' this, the editor of. the. Sahachar tn- 
Re formed the Police commissioner: that. hie paper: never: publish- 
eal ‘@geinst the Goveriutnedit, wuld. Ghat iisiraigroad 


ne 
| ere 
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educated natives, But the police commissioner insisted on the 


Acts 


Phe Aju Pani of thie 9208 Apri, dn an article com- 


The Vernacilar Press  -municated ‘by a correspondent, states 
om that the writings of a few ill-educated, 


inexperinced, and unworthy metnbers of the vernacular press 


have led to the enactment of Act [X of 1878. ‘ Those proprietors 


of vernacular newspapers, who have this class of men as editors 
of their papers, should dispense with their services, and substi- 
tute a better class of men in their places. 


The Vrita Dhard of the 22nd April says that the Verna- 
The Vomaeuler Press cular Press Act has been expressly 
enacted to check the publication of 

such writings as are calculated to cause disaffection or to 
increase race antagonism. The Act does not prohibit any 
men from criticising public measures, or from discussing any 
questions , connected with commerce, trade, education, &e. 
It is intended to stop the mouths of those unwise journalists 
who were in the habit of grossly exaggerating facts, and 
those who, although they knew that the natives being > a sub- 
ject race, could not have the same rights and privileges as 
Englishmen, preferred to believe in the, apparent equality 
between the-two races-in the matter of rights and privileges, 
and indelged: in strong language in demanding for the na- 


tives their full rights and privileges. In other words, the 
Act ‘requires that native editors should perform their duties 
with moreeare and cattion, and will therefore tondtoimprove 
their ability. Thns itis’ intended to. enhance and not lower | 


their dignity: But’ there’ is no doubt that native editors. 
will have'to-encounter one terious. -diffioalty Act Ix of 1878 ? 


aud pate ota’; a therfore they: wil: ng ‘longer. 


ageunity-keing fgrniahed, and therefore the editor stopped the 
paper, Men swill:b¢ able to nee from this:what-oppressions: the | 
district officers. - ee tlie — —- 
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be: abeto ics iat thongits freely’ Wer biogas that swim: 
fenre of war'in Europe are rerttoved, the Vértreular Press et 


Wilk We-abolished. If the magistrates:and polices eommission- 
ets deal fairly: and’ justly with native editors, the latter wilt 
not find it difficult to conduct their papers. But thers is tittle 
lope that powerful magistrates: will act with moderation. 
Hiwever, we trust that when any difficulties arise in the 
workiig of the Act, the Government of India wilk-not: nee 
slow to make necessary amendments in it. v 


‘The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 20th April publishes an Urdu 
The Verntcular Press ttanslation of Act IX of 1878, and 
— thakes the following remarks ‘on the 
gagging of the vernacular press:—After a great discussion 
in the House of Commons on the question of the liberty of 
the: Indian press, the Indian press was miade free in 1835: 


Ta 1857, after the outbreak: of the mutiny, the question of the 


iberty of the press’ again engaged the attention ofthe Go- 
vernttient-of Titdia, and‘ Act X was passed’ to gag the whole 
Tadfan: press, The press strongly protested against the Act: 
attd it’ was atcordingly soot: abolished. Now Act IX of 1878 
has: been enacted which applies only tothe vernacular press. 
This: measure: is inconsistent with the impartiality of the 
Government, and is calculated to shake the confidence of the 
people in the Government. The natives: alone are prevented 
fromm reaping: profit: ftom journslism. If the: privilege of 
liberty had*been withdrawn ftom the English section of the 

Indian: press slong with the native- section, there would Have 


best some: hope of our liberty being restored to us, The 


to Parliiment’ with some: ‘hope: of success. Bat the Govern- 
merit: Tiny: gagged ¢ only the vernacular: press. How-can the: 


Ri glish- embers: of the Indian press could take the mattér. 


Government new call'itself ithparttal ? The establishment of . 
the-cenwerstitp of thie vernacular “press has placed it beyond | 
the strudovw: ‘of h' doudt’'at thie: present ‘orifioal’ tine tliat. the. 


Goverment” dees ret! rely upon: ‘the loyalty of its natives 
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albu, This ‘show of distrust, on the part of the, Govern- 
ment towards the. people, far, from produciz ng any. beneficial 
consequences, is calenlated. to destroy that good impression 
which English justice. has already” made on their’ minds. 
Were; the writings of the vernacular press more dangerous 
or mischievous than those of the Anglo-Indian press? Did 
the ignorant masses ever put faith in the writings of news- 
papers? Had such been the case, the vernacular newspapers 
would never have been subjected to such disgrace as they 
are at present, and the masses would be ready to sacrifice 
their lives on behalf of the vernacular newspapers. The 
native nobility and gentry used to purchase vernacular news- 
papers for the mere name of the thing. They never took the 
trouble of ever opening the papers. Their domestic servants 
threw the papers in their bathrooms or kitchens. The general 
public purchased vernacular newspapers in order to use them 
as.wastepaper. . Only a limited number of natives, : who had 
received education at Government schools, used to read the 
papers. The formal withdrawal of the privilege of liberty 
from the vernacular’ press had made the people understand 
that the vernacular press was hitherto really free. It has 
long been the general belief of the ignorant classes of natives 
that the Government does not admit them to the secrets of 
the State, and does not regard them as its friends. Act IX 
of 1878 has, in their opinion, confirmed this belief. To haye 
put an end to external friendship with the people, and 'to have 
acted in a way which is calculated to excite secret enmity in 
their minds, i is much worse than the former state of things, when 
they occasionally indulged in strong language , and regarded the 
indifference of the Government at their unrestrained writin ge 


as their privilege of liberty. In that case the Government had- 


an opportunity of becoming acquainted. with .their views. anit 
feelin; gs, and they thought that the Government. was’ disposed: 


i bf) 


to please and favour, them. :. To atop { the mouth: of ‘any man by 


Eairiiy on tay 


force is to sow thes seeds of diss fection and enmity in his mind, 
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It is theréfore our opiniqn that Act IX of 1878 should not be 


x 


enfotted: THe ‘Endiaii Penal Code is sufficient to déal ‘with 
thé offeiiding jotirnialists. - If Act IX of 1878 is Hot abolished’ 
the Goveriinient itdelf will see, what good will accrue fiesta 
that: Act: ‘If the ‘Government ‘will look ‘Gispusionately 
at the matter, it will perceive that “the state ‘and the public 
detivé tnariy advantages from the writings of the’ vernacular 
press, and will be pleased to abolish the Vernacular wrens 
Act. 7 


The Saftr-i-H ind, Aniritéar, of the 20th April, says that 
thin Wertaaiee Pile there i is no doubt that some vernacular 
Act. | newspapers published seditious articles. 
It was not otily advisable to enact a law like the Vernacular 
Press Act to repress sedition, but it would not have been im- 
proper if some chastisement had been inflicted upon such sedi- 
tious writers. It must be also admitted that some vernacular 
newspapefé used to publish abusive articles against the native 
chiefs and Government officers. But the respectable news- 
papers never wrote any thing regarding their private affairs, 
but only criticised their public conduct. It should be expressly 
stated in the Vernacular Press Act that no newspaper should 
discuss the private conduct of native chiefs and Government 
officers, but criticise their dealings only with the people. Sup- 
pose a native chief really oppresses his subjects ; ; &@ newspaper, 
which i is responsible for all its statements, exposes his oppres- 
sions. Seeing that the inhabitants of native States think them- 


ment derive any. benefit by hiding his oppressions | from pub- 
lic view ? But, to onr thinking, an attempt on the part of the 
Gcvernment to conceal his oppressions may. lead to dangerous 


rw om ORS A CT ate ot Bn . ETI A 


consequences. Moreover, the toleration of oppression will be 
attended with ignominy tothe Government. | Suppose an Eng- 
lish officer. isin. the .habit of abusing, the people, and thus 
undoes the -goodwork which -the gentle and lite conduct 


of high: Government. offigers i 4s, doing: Deep ‘Bot a a, vertia- 
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subjects, This:show of distrust, on the part of the Govern- 
ment. towards. the. people, far. from producir ng. any. beneficial 
consequences, is calenlated. to destroy that good’ impression 
which. English justice.has already made on their minds. 
Were; the writings of the vernacular press more dangerous 
or mischievous than those of the Anglo-Indian press? Did 
the ignorant masses ever put faith in the writings of news- 
papers? Had such been the case, the vernacular newspapers 
would never have been subjected to such disgrace as they 
are at present, and the masses would be ready to sacrifice 
their lives on behalf of the vernacular newspapers. The 
native nobility and gentry used to purchase vernacular news- 
papers for the mere name of the thing. They never took the 
trouble of ever opening the papers. Their domestic servants 
threw the papers in their bathrooms or kitchens. The general 
public purchased vernacular newspapers in order to use them 
as.wastepaper. . Only a limited number of natives, -who had 
received education at Government schools, used to read the 
papers. The formal withdrawal of the privilege of liberty 
from the vernacular’ press had made the people understand 
that the vernacular press was hitherto really free. It has 
long been the general belief of the ignorant classes of natives 
that the Government does not admit them to the secrets of 
the State, and does not regard them as its friends. Act [X 
of 1878 has, in their opinion, confirmed this belief. To have 
put an end to external friendship with the people, and to have 
acted in a way which is ¢alculated to excite secret enmity in 
their minds, is much worse than the former state of things, when 
they occasionally indulged in strong language , and regarded the 
indifference of the Governmeiit at their unrestrained writin ge 


as their privilege of liberty. In that case the Government had: 


an opportunity of becoming acquainted with .their views. ani 
feeling gs, and they thought that the Government was disposed: 


to please and. favour them. ‘To atop | the mouth.of, any nah by 
force i is to SOW the's seeds of disa 7 fection and enmity $e hid tala 


It is theréfore our opinion that Act Ix of 1878 should not be 


enforted: Phe Endiaii Penal Code is sufficient to deal with 
thé offeriding jotirnialists. - if Act,IX of 1878 is Hot abolished’ 
the Goverinient itself will see. ‘what good will accrue fheit 
that At: ‘Tf the Government will look ‘Gispussionately 


at the matter, it will perceive that the “state ‘and the publit— 


derive iiarty advantages from the writings of the’ vérnacular 
press, and will be pleased to abolish the Vernacular Prees 
Act. y 


The Saftr-i-H ind, Amritsar, of the 20th April, says that 
The Vernacular Press there is no doubt that some vernacular 
Act. | newspapers published seditious articles. 
It was not onily advisable to enact a law like the Vernacular 
proper if some chastisement had been inflicted upon such sedi- 
tious writers. It must be also admitted that some vernacular 
newspapers used to publish abusive articles against the native 
chiefs and Government officers. But the respectable news- 
papers never wrote any thing regarding their private affairs, 
but only criticised their public conduct. It should be expressly 
stated in the Vernacular Press Act that no newspaper should 
discuss the private conduct of native chiefs and Government 
officers, but criticise their dealin gs only with the people. Sup- 
pose a native chief really oppresses his subjects ; a ‘newspaper, 
which i is responsible for all its statements, exposes his oppres- 
sions. Seeing that the inhabitants of native States think them- 
selves to be the subjects of Her Majesty, will, the Govern- 
ment derive any benefit by hiding his oppressions | from pub- 
lic view 2 But, to our thinking, an, attempt on the part of the 
Government to conceal his oppressions may. lead to dangerous 
consequences. Moreover, the toleration of oppression will be 
attended with ignominy to the Government. Suppose an Eng- 
lish officer. is in. the, .babit of abusing, the people, . and thus 
‘undoes: the. -goodwork which the gentle and. polite conduct 
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of high: Government. offigers i is doing: Deva . Rot a a. vertia- 
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gular, newspaper render an important. service. to. the. Govern- 


ment by bringing the misconduct. of that officer to the | 


notice of the Government ; are |e native judge dishonestly 
sucks the blood of the pie his oppression. cannot , induce 
them to be favonrably, disposed, tawards the Government.. . df 
the vernacular newspapers, are prohibited from complaining 
against him, can any good be expected to accrue from this 
prohibition ? The honest native editors sincerely love the Eng- 
lish Government. They are heartily bent on promoting the 
welfare of the native population, which is the wish or rather 
the interest of the Government itself. In the end we beg to 
state that those proprietors of vernacular newspapers whom 
some locat Governments have exempted from a variety* of 
troubles should be heartily thankful to the Government. None 
but the wicked and incendiaries will find fault with the good 
intentions and kindness of the Government towards the people. 
There is no. doubt that the British rule in India is a perfect 
God send.. po 


The Mashir-i i-Qaisar of the 21st April says that vernacu- 
"whe working of the lar newspapers have begun to be stop- 
Vernacular Press Act, ped urider the operation of Act IX 
of 1878. The Samdchdr of Calcutta has ceased to exist. 
“Perhaps many other newspapers will shortly be stopped. 


‘None but those newspapers which indulge in unrestrained — 


license, and bear an open attitude of hostility towards the Go- 
vernment, should be stopped, otherwise Act IX of 1878 will 


‘be long memorable.in the annals of British India. We 


hope that district officers will enforce the Act with great 


leniency and discretion, and try to Keep up the vernacular Pa 


pers of thetr several districts. iw 


— — 
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- Perhaps the writér means that the proprietors of some vid biities 


newspapers have been exempted fcton the. provisions of Act Ix of 1978 vbad 
local ‘Governments, 
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"Me Sifir-t-Budhana of the 17th Apr il strongly protests 
ine’ ‘Vernacular Press against the Vernacular Press * Act. 
i pce wee 
 ofevils. The-vernacular préss being gagged; popular cort- 
plaints will now hardly reach ‘thé ears. of the Government. 
The Government will have no means of ascertaining the views 
and feelings of the people. ~ The vernacular papers used to 
correct those false notions which spread among the people, and 
‘which were calculated to be attended with dangerous con- 


sequences. This will no longer be possible for them, be-— 


cause, as they have incurred the displeasure of the Govern- 
ment, the people will no longer put faith: in them. ' Many 
useful articles, calculated to farther the cause of commerce, 
trade, civilisation, and education among the natives, also used 
to appear in vernacalar newspapers. - The vernacular papers 
exercised a wholesome check over native chiefs and prevented 
them from committing any unworthy acts. But now they 
will act’ as’ they please. The unjust, oppressive, and illegal 
acts of Government officers will now'no longer be exposed. 

The editors of vernacular newspapets are placed absolutely. 
at the mercy of district officers by Act IX of 1878. :Now 

the latter, out of malice and grudge, will harass and vex the 
former in a variety of ways. The native editors should be 
very careful in their writings, otherwise they will be put in 
jail, and their pr inting stones, type, &c., will be forfeited to 
Government. The writer then’ refers to the fact that : the 
British Indian Association of Calcutta is going to send a pro- 
test to Parliament against Act IX of 1878, and asks the edi- 


tors’ of vernacular newspapers to correspond with the secre~. 
tary of thie ‘Association on “the subject. ‘The writer says that, 


the members of Parliament are lovers of justice and friends of 
liberty, and hopes that Act IX of 1878- will be repealed “by: 
Parliament just as ‘Act X of 1857 was... The writer also.pub- 


lishes an Urda translation-of a letter» whieh he has: received: 


from the secretary of- me" British Indian’ Association. Tho 


The Act will'be productive ofa variety 


Circulation, 
500 copies. 


Circulation, 
200 copies. 


Circulation, 
150 copies. 


} _ change, only: followed the example. of | the | Oalenttg, High 
Court, “or” has in’ “view the: ‘enequragenyent if, the Baglish 


( am ) 


| secretary, has called for cartain back: numbers of the Safir-i- 
’ Bidhana from’ which extracts were taken in the’ weekly 


Selections, and: which extracts were probably submitted before 


the Legislative ‘Couneil ¢ on the 14th March, 1878.:: 


(GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.’ 


‘The Safiri-Hind of the 20th April hopes, that the, new 
The over activity of Secretary of State. for India will exer- 
the Indian Legislature. cise a check over, the  over-activity of the 
Indian Legislature, and see that ‘Qo new laws, which are not 
absolutely necessary, are enacted. 


The Nastm-t- Agra of. the LO¢h April, Conesived.: on. ‘the 


22nd April) strongly pratests. against 
Pap Peed of the the order of the High Court, North- 


Western Provinces, 
that the examination of Western Pr ‘oyinces, ruling, that. the 


the. district court plea- examination of t st ict court, pl 
ders will be held in ti ag he dis uFICk COUTT Pp. leaders 


Boglish from the PB tow will be conducted i In. Haglish, from, the 


5680. 


year 1880. ~The following is, the sub- 


| stan of the walle’ s remarks ;—- How, unfortunate. India, is 


at present. The evil stars now rule her destiny, She has 


- been already exposed to three calamities, viz., famine, the li- 


cense-tax, and the destruction of the independence of the verna- 
cular press. Now the Urdu language is threatened. with 
destruction by the High Court of the North-Western. Pro- 
vinees. And nothing but the timely. intervention of the 
Supreme Government can save it from destryction, The. High | 
Court of these provinces has ruled that from the year 1880 
the examination of the district court. Pleaders. will be con- 
ducted in English and not in Urdu. We fail. to 806 what 
good results this chan ge will. produce, . We. ALS | alae. unable 
to und erstand, what motives have induced the. High. Court .to 
introduce this change. ‘It may, be reasonably, pres yped. that 
the High Cou rt of these provinces. has, in, introduging ; thia 


( #1 ) 


language. It ia. perhaps .alao the, belief: of the AUlahyhed 
High, Conrt that. justice will be. botter administered: si. distriot 
OUrtRy and, jl legal. pointe more. fully, disquesed, by have. 
ing, English. edueated:. plesders,... But. it; should. be obsonveds 
that the Allahabad. High, Court, is not.in, the. same, adpanced: 
state aa the Calentia High-Gourt, Tho formes-has,no priginal 
jutisdiction, There ara. no, attorneys, atiaqhed ta, it. The 
number, of jndges attached:to, the Allahabad: High, Court. is. 
of Hnglish. education in.theaa. provinces ia; quite: insignificant: 
compared to what: it isin. Bengal; I f:it; is. the. object: of tha 
Allahabad High Court te, encourage. the. use. of the, English. . 
language in thesp.provinces, it, should have adopted the more 
simple and less objectionable course for accomplishin g this 
object. The first thing that: ought: to have been done to 
accomplish this object is that English should. haye. been 
encouraged. and Urdu discouraged at: our colleges and schoola. 
If it is the. wish of the High Court that English alone should. 
be the court language, the use of Urdu should- be. gradually 
discouraged: At present very few subordinate judges, mun- 
siffs, and deputy collectors in these-provinces know English. 
It-is not advisable to hold the district court pleaders’: exami- 
nation in English alone, until all -courts are presided: over: by: 
English knowing judges, and the use of English becomes, 
widespread seated the inhabitants of ‘these getelaien 


EDUCATION. 


The. Keh-t-Neir, Lahore, of the 20th April, in siiniailie. 


The late entrance 
proficiency examina- _ 


tions of tie Pena Unie _ examinations of the Panjab University, 
Bsc RRS go The. commenced,.on the. 15th, idem, 
7 gomplaing that questions were .dictated to, the candidates, in, 
the examiationrroom,, It is. needless to. enumerate. the DAVi- 
ald difficulties, with which the exgtem of dictaking questions 
to aclarge nymobes, of oRRTRIRGGE Js necessarily, attended. IF the 


Circulati 
and the late entrance and ‘high proficiency. 640 copies. 


( 362 )- 


Panjab University is-unable to make satisfactory arranzements 
for tlie printing of questions, it should have asked the direutér 
of public instruction for aid in the matter. A’ large part of 


“-" ¢he'eemainee’s time is’ ‘spent i in writing’ the questions, and there- 


fora’ thé examinees’ ate examihied: only in-ons subject in one 
day. : At'this rate the examitiations will be finished in three 
weeks.- Hence’it’ is easy to conceive: the amount of trouble 
and inconvenience which those poor examinees who have come 
from the mufassil will have to experience by being detained 
at Lahore for so long a period of time. On the firat day of 
the examination the registrar of the universi:y struck:a res- 


- pectable examinee with his open hand. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS 


A correspondent of the Berdr Samdchér of the 21st April 
says that famine is now always lurk- 
ing in one corner or another of India. 
But as there is no check over the exportation of grain from 
any part of the country for the famine-stricken districts, the. 
effects of famine also extend to those parts of the country 
where there has been a good outturn of crop. As, far in- 
stance, Berar is not liable to frequent visitations. But as 
famines are frequent in other parts of India, and grain is ex- 
ported in large quantities from Berar, famine prices also pre- 

vail in this province. When there is famine in any -part of 
the country, the Government should exercise soma check over 
the exportation of grain from the other parts of the country, 


Famines in India. 


and make some other arrangements for the supply of grain 


to the suffering districts. 


In India agriculture i is the silanes of the bulk of the | 
population; and, therefore, whenever thoye is a failure of rains, © 
or the rainfall is insufficient or untimely —and such freaks’ of * 
nature are not unfrequent—the bulk of the Indian population” © 
is thrown out of employ, -and starvation stares them: in‘ the” 
face. The natives should encourage manufactures’ in: Ifidia, 


( 363 ) 


ee 
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so, that the slightest freak of nature may not. ere fatal to 
large portions. of the population. 


A correspondent of the Urdu Akhbér (published i in M arathi 
The prevalence of theft at Akola) of the 20th April, writing | 


at Waregaon, Berar. from Waregaon, complains of the prer 


valence of theft at Waregaon. The inhabitants of the village 


should be on the alert. Perhaps the police do not keep a 
strict watch at night. 


} 
The Nastm-i-Agra, a newly started paper, of the 20th 
° de Giiadeaed sai ab April, exhorts the natives to encourage 
India as regards material commerce and the industrial arts 
ie which are the only means of increas- 
ing the wealth of acountry. India is very rich in natural 
resources. The natives were once remarkable for progress in 
science and art above all other nations of the world. But 
now they stand far behind other nations in mental and ma- 


terial progress. Although we have now the best opportunities 


for making improvements, our laziness, want of enterprise, 


and want of unity prevent us from making any progress. Un- 


interrupted peace reigns throughout the country which is most 
favourable to commerce. For the encouragement of arts and 
industries the Government holds frequent exhibitions and 
awards prizes. It is difficult to give an account of the efforts 
which the Government is making for our education. While 


the Government is doing all it can to push us forward, we are 
doing our best to retrograde, Some of our countrymen urgo > 


that the whole native population is hard beset with poverty, 
and that no man who earns a bare livelihood with difficulty 
can be expected to make any progress in science or art. Bat, 


to our thinking, such notions find favour only with the weak | 


and the timid. N ational _union overcomes all difficulties. .-If 
we set about improving our condition with -patience and 


perseverence and assist each other in.our: efforts, our efforts 
will surely be crowned with success. 


an poten 


Circulation, 
}13U Gopies. 


Circulation, 
160 copies. 


Circulation, 
20 copies, 
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the Aftdi.i-Panjab of Ue DSth AB, 18 wh wrtict hinds. 
“Hasht-iinpar,” says that thére is a. 
Ginanarar Coane In me:  nala, called Dé6b, . near mauza,. Utmé-. 


By need of a bridge 


_ marhi on, the Abazii road; when the 
Wale | is flooded 5 traffic ACrGSs it ig stopped. “Newspapers 
have several. times urged the need of copstruoting a bridge 

over it. Sometime ago the members of the (municipal) com- 

mittee also recommended the construction. of a bridge over 

it, but the officers disregarded their proposal. On the 4th April 
the neta was flooded and two mien wérée drownéd. Etiropean 

officers and mon of the canal departthent have frequent occa- 
sion to go aeross it, A bridge should, therefore, be constructed 
over ‘it. ; 
A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbdr of the » 98cd April 
"Measures for the reliet Suggests thata quantity of grain which 
of famine. may be sufficient for local consumption 
for one year should be kept in store in every town and village. 
The store of grain should be placed in charge of the village 
zamindars and lambardars under the supervision of the tahsil- 
dar. It should be looked upon as the common property of 
the whole village. Whenever there is a famine the village 
granary should be opened and grain should be sold to the 
village inhabitants at the rate of not less than sixteen seers the 
rupee, and local relief works should be started in each ville 
to provide labour for the poor classes. 


[ The Neé-ul--Anwdr, Cawripote, of thé'27th April, publishes 
din drtiold in’ its cdrrespoindéned‘dolumiis inn which’ the writer 
Warf the pebdpld that'gai/dniat’ or the last day of the world 
appears to be nuar dt hatid, dnd asks thsi to tepent for théir 
ditt; ‘THe’ signd indicative of the neat apptoadl of' gaydmat 


‘dre visible on évety sid. Dishorivsty, fraud) deceit, theft, false- 


ved; perjuty, inipiety, warfare, &c., prevail throtighout the 
world. Thé’ rains: fail. ‘thete' ‘18 ‘tio unity among’ the Musal- 
mans. Corruption and btibety prévail' aniong the officers. 


(( 388% )? 
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Kings*are bént on amassing riches. As a'sign of God’s wisth 
there’ wii'a heavy shower of hail on the 29th March last in 
mauziis Chanoti and Dhaérinang ii: Chittagon, g. There ig a valley - 
between the two manzas. ‘Tt’ was étitirely covered with hail. 
The writer was present ori-the spot’ Muny hailstones were 


very large, each of them being 21 feet in: — = nearly 
4 feet in breadth. 


There is also a pepper tree. ‘in mauza Gat&diyan, in the 
Chittagong district, which bears some mangoes. | 
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